Using camera phones safely

Many mobile phones now include built-in digital
cameras, so people are able to communicate
with photos and videos as well as with a voice
or text. The pictures are often of a high quality
and they can be sent to other camera phones
or to any email address. Camera phones can
also receive photos taken by other people.

Camera phones need to be used with a degree
of care. It is important that young people do
not misuse them or allow others to exploit them
in any way.

Anybody with a camera phone can also use
multimedia chat rooms. This is where photos
or video clips taken on camera phones are placed
on public messageboards. The photos can be
viewed by anyone in the chat room. They can
also be copied and sent to other people.

A private chat is a one-to-one chat which
may be used by an adult pretending to be a
child to gain the confidence of other young
people. If you are invited from a public forum
into a private one-to-one chat, it's important
to remember that people online may not be
who they say they are. We are not able to
monitor private chat sessions.

If your child receives an offensive picture or
video message, or has been the direct victim
of a potential offence recorded on a camera

phone, you should contact the police immediately.

You should also report offensive messages to O2.
Try to hold onto the message if you can, as we
may be able to trace it.

See page 27.
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